Autoreactive T cell responses in pemphigus and pemphigoid.
Pemphigus and pemphigoid are cutaneous autoimmune diseases characterised by autoantibodies directed against specific adhesion proteins of the epidermis and dermal-epidermal junction. These proteins are usually associated with desmosomes or hemidesmosomes. Binding of antibodies to their targets leads to the loss of cell-cell or cell-matrix adhesion and subsequently to blister formation. The humoral aspects of the autoimmune responses in pemphigus and pemphigoid have been extensively studied in the past. More recently, the cellular interactions resulting in the formation of autoantibodies and the involvement of autoreactive T cells in these diseases have attracted increased interest. In this review, the current knowledge on T cell involvement in pemphigus and pemphigoid is summarised.